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ask the experts at 
shaftel diamond co.

Pearls
Learn about the different types of pearls

Written by Danny Shaftel

Pearls are traditional and au courant, classic and fashion-for-
ward, retro and right on-trend. Basically, pearls are impossible 
to resist whatever your age, taste, style, and attitude. All pearls 
have two things in common. They are all naturally iridescent 
gemstones, composed primarily of calcium carbonate. And they 
are all grown inside oysters and other shelled mollusks, made 
of the same material that can be found on the inner lining of the 
shells. Beyond that, each kind of pearl is wonderfully unique.

Freshwater Pearls
Freshwater pearls are grown in waters from lakes or rivers, most 
often in China. Particular species of freshwater mussels live in 
these bodies of water all over the world. Freshwater pearls are 
mantle nucleated, meaning that a small piece of mantle from one 
mollusk is inserted into another living mollusk. Because of this, 
freshwater pearls are not always round. Many of them will be 
closer to oval-shaped because they are formed around the man-
tle. Freshwater pearls range from 3-12mm and are produced in 
a wide variety of colors. Many are white, however, they are also 
formed with notes of pink, orange, and even blue.

Akoya Pearls
Usually viewed as the most popular and classic variety of pearls, 
Akoya pearls are produced by Japanese Akoya oysters in saltwa-
ter. They typically grow between 3-10mm, with the larger, more 
lustrous pearls having the most value. They are valued for their 
sharp luster and pink overtones. When choosing Akoya pearls, 
look for a high luster and a clean, blemish-free surface. A thick 
nacre, the result of a pearl grown slowly, over time, means that it 
is durable, strong, and will last for many years.

Tahitian Pearls
Tahitian pearls, also called black pearls, are formed from the 
black lip oyster, in saltwater. As with other saltwater varieties, 
Tahitian pearls are grown by the insertion of a bead into the oys-
ter. Nacre is then formed around the bead in concentric layers, 
slowly creating a black pearl within the mollusk.

Cultured Tahitian pearls are formed in a wide variety of shapes 
including teardrop, round, oval, and baroque. While the variety 
is called the black pearl, they grow with a variety of secondary 
tones, ranging from light to very dark. Silver, green, blue, pink, 
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yellow, and copper are all colors that can be detected within 
these iridescent gemstones. The intensity of these colors has a 
strong e!ect on their value, with deeper, more evenly colored 
pearls considered the rarest and stunning.

South Sea Pearls
South Sea pearls are cultured in saltwater oysters, typically in 
Indonesia and Western Australia. They have an average size 
of 13mm and are known for being the largest of commercially 
farmed pearls. The species of oyster that produces South Sea 
pearls can grow up to 12 inches in diameter, allowing for a larger 
bead to be inserted at the start of the pearl-forming process.

The nacre of South Sea pearls is notably thick when compared to 
that of other pearl varieties. Akoya pearls typically have a nacre 
of 0.35-0.7mm, while South Sea pearls have a nacre measuring 
between 2-6mm. The result is a distinctive, satin luster and a 
large, durable structure.

The color range found within South Sea pearls is subtler than 
with other varieties. White, silver, cream, and gold are the most 
common tones, although some pink and yellow secondary colors 
may be detected.

Let Shaftel Diamond Co. help you find the perfect one!
Shaftel Diamond Co. is an award-winning jeweler. Their 
pieces have been featured in the American Gem Trade 
Association (AGTA) magazine. In addition, Shaftel Diamond Co. 
has earned awards from the Better Business Bureau.

Be sure to check out Shaftel Diamond Co. located at 5706 San 
Felipe, Suite A500 Houston, Texas 77057. While the profes-
sionals here prefer to work by appointment, they welcome 
walk-ins too.

For more information, check out their website, www.
ShaftelDiamonds.com, or give them a call at 713-781-5300. 
They would be delighted to help you find that perfect piece of 
jewelry for that special someone!
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*These statements have not been evaluated by the Food & Drug Administration.
  This product is not intended to diagnose, treat, cure or prevent any disease.

     What
is CBD?

CBD, which is short for cannabidiol, is known for its powerful overall  wellness, calming, muscle 
and joint supportive properties. When used as a concentrated isolate, CBD can help address 

specific wellness needs by combining it with other supplemental compounds.
WBRx provides wellness solutions that both satisfy the high standards of wellness professionals, 
as well as provide a distribution model that empowers both providers and consumers with the 

income and resources necessary to facilitate greater personal wellness and care.


